


Svalbardôs settlements

ÅLongyearbyen

ÅBarentsburg

ÅNy-Ålesund

ÅThe Svea mine

ÅHornsund

ÅHopen & Bjørnøya

ÅTrapping stations



The Svalbard Treaty

ÅNorway was given full 
sovereignty over Svalbard

ÅSigned in Paris 9 th 
February 1920. 

Å Ratified by 40 countries. 

Å Norway took over the 

sovereignty in 1925.



Important principles in the treaty:

1. Determines Norways`s absolute and unlimited 
sovereignty over Svalbard.

2. Equal rights to residence in Svalbard and to undertake 
certain kinds of activity. (article 3).

3. Collected taxes, dues and fees may only benefit 
Svalbard. (article 8)

4. No fortresses or naval bases can be established on 
Svalbard (article 9).

5. Norway has the obligation to protect Svalbard's natural 
environment (article 2).



òThe nationals of all the High Contracting Parties shall have 
equal liberty off access and entry for any reason or objectéò



òé. they may carry on there without impediment all maritime, 
industrial, mining and commercial operations on a footing of 
absolute equalityò 



òTaxes, dues and duties levied shall be devoted exclusively 
to the said territories and shall not exceed what is required 
for the object in viewò

Anne Ragnhild Fause



òé which may never be used for warlike 
purposesò



òé which may never be used for warlike 
purposesò



What about research activities?
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The overarching objectives of Norwegian Svalbard 
policy are:

ÅConsistent and firm enforcement of Norwegian sovreignty

Å Correct adherence to the Svalbard Treaty and verification of 
complience with the Treaty

ÅMaintenance of calm and stability

Å Preservation of the area`s unike natural wilderness

ÅMaintenance of Norwegian communities in the archipilago



The Governor on Svalbard
The Governmentôs highest representative

ÅThe Governor is both  chief of police and has 
the same authority as a district governor

ÅThe organization has broad interdiciplinary 
qualifications in the areas of nature 
management, cultural monuments, pollution, 
police work, criminal charges, legislation, 
Russian, travel and tourism, communication and 
administration. 



Organisation

Å 66

Vice



Environmental tasks



The management of cultural monuments



Cultural monuments



Management of 
protected areas

Å21 nature reserves 
(including 15 bird 
reserves)

Å7 national parks

ÅOne protected geotope



The polar bear



Confrontations between polar bears and people


